
W
H

IT
E
 P

A
P
E
R
 

The CoNNeCT Guide to Line Re-openings 

 THE INITIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
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This is the first of a three-part White Paper on important aspects that need consideration with 
line re-opening projects.  

As people are now starting to realise, ‘Beeching closures’ may have been a blessing in dis-
guise. The call for line re-openings has never been louder, so here are questions and items 
that must be considered. 

 

Is re-opening of your line actually wanted? 

Yes, rail line re-openings may well appear to be a good idea, but are the reasons for 
such works actually warranted?  

Do local people and businesses want the re-opening and have strong, valid reasons  
for the project?  

Re-openings should not happen simply on the back of nostalgia or the wants of        
enthusiasts if for example, the current transport facilities fully meet the demands. 

 

TIP: Utilise on-line facilities to obtain public opinion on any proposed re-opening 
scheme. 

What has changed? 

Your line was probably closed at a time when the service did not pay, it was most prob-
ably commercially unviable, so why will it work now?  

What has changed? What makes this line now viable? Has there been significant        
development along the route that will generate high levels of patronage? 

In most cases, a re-opened line will have to be commercially viable, self-sustaining or 
perhaps provide socio-economic benefits that justify the investment in the reopening. 

 

TIP: List all of the major changes to the population, area, route and surroundings over 
the past 20 years and see how these impact upon the overall reasons for re-opening.  

What are the alternatives? 

Are the proposed routes already well served by buses? 

Should additional buses or a re-jig of the bus timetables provide solutions to the local challenges, then why 
would the investment into rail-based transport be worthwhile at this point in time? 

Regardless of well evidenced research that is starting to emerge detailing the risks to health by rubber tyre 
particles from road-based vehicles and the plain to see pollution from their engines, buses still have a huge 
part to play in modern public transport, especially with the onset of electric and hybrid power sources.   
Buses require very little additional infrastructure and can be more flexible in routing options than light or 
heavy rail systems. Nevertheless, buses are not always seen by all as a fully permanent transportation mode 
and people in rural areas often await their service being removed completely. Rail based transport systems 
can provide significant confidence and subsequent regeneration. 

 

TIP: Get to know the existing transportation options for the route and whether these could meet the       
expected demand. 

 

The next section will cover the Major Cost Drivers associated with line re-
openings. We welcome your comments so If you would like to get in touch, 

please visit our website  
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